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Faith Findings 

United in Faith,  
our mission is to grow in Christ and serve others. 

    February 2021 

 Wednesday, February 3 ~ 9:00 am Quilters 

 10:00 am Gather to Pray—wherever you are  

 Sunday, February 7 ~ 9:30 am  Worship/5th Sunday after Epiphany 

 Monday, February 8 ~ 6:30 pm WOW 

 Wednesday, February 10 ~ 9:00 am Quilters 

 10:00 am Gather to Pray—wherever you are  

 Thursday, February 11 ~ 10:00 am Caring Ministry 

 Friday February 12 ~ 10:00 am Prayer Shawl  

 Sunday, February 14 ~ 9:30 am Worship/Transfiguration of Our Lord 

 Monday, February 15 ~ 7:00 pm Men of Faith 

 Tuesday, February 16 ~ 5:00 pm Worship Team Meeting 

 6:00 pm Prayer Ministry Meeting 

 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

 Wednesday, February 17 ~ 9:00 am  Quilters   

 10:00 am  Gather to Pray—wherever you are  

 6:30 pm ASH WEDNESDAY Service 

 Friday, February 19 ~  Newsletter Articles Due in Office 

 Sunday, February 21~ 9:30 am Worship/1st Sunday in Lent 

 Wednesday, February 24 ~ 10:00 am Gather to Pray—wherever you are 

 6:30 pm Lenten Service 

  Newsletter Sent Out 

 Friday February 26 ~ 10:00 am Prayer Shawl    

 Sunday, February 28 ~ 9:30 am Worship/2nd  Sunday in Lent 

   

Please Note:  Activities are returning.  Contact your 

committee leader to find out if your group is meeting.  And, 

if so, clarify whether it is an online version or an in -person 

meeting within the guidelines of our National Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, Minnesota Department of 

Health, Governor Tim Walz, and Bishop Thomas Aitken.  

Thank you for your patience and cooperation as we work 

toward reuniting in a safe and healthy way.  



2 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10 
 
 
When 2020 came to a close, the general consensus was “Good riddance.”  2020 seemed to bring so many hardships 
and difficulties with the global pandemic, financial woes because of it, loss of normalcy and traditions that mean so 
much to us, extreme and intense political strife, and shaken mental health that came from all of it. 
 
In some ways, it felt like we were mourning throughout the year, mourning the loss of decency; mourning the loss of 
normalcy; mourning the lives lost to COVID-19.  2020 may be behind us, but the struggles, albeit diminished slightly, 
are still present.  Many of us continue to feel the blues, and we are left feeling heavy.  We need hope and life. 
 
Ash Wednesday is right around the corner.  We receive our ash crosses, and hear the words “Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.”  The smearing of ashes on our foreheads has been a tradition within the church for 
hundreds of years.  But even before the church instituted the Ash Wednesday service, ashes had significance in socie-
ty.  Ashes were used in the ancient times as a symbol of mourning.  People would dust themselves with ashes to ex-
press sorrow for sins and faults.  It was a sign of repentance. 
  
The symbolism hasn’t changed much!  As we receive our ash cross on Ash Wednesday, we recognize how we are frail 
humans, that we are not as powerful as we make ourselves out to be.  It’s a symbol of humility.  We are reminded that 
we need God, we need forgiveness for our sins.  All of this may sound appropriate to our realities from this year.  We 
have recognized our faults, our frailties.  We have perhaps recognized that we haven’t been the people God has called 
us to be.  We are mourning and ready to cover ourselves in ash. 
 
We receive that ash.  But remember!  The ashes we receive are in the shape of a cross.  That gives us hope.  That even 
though we have broken our covenant with God, God hasn’t.  That’s why Jesus came.  Lent helps us focus on the cross 
and remind us of Jesus’ purpose.  It’s a long journey, but it’s well worth it.  This journey begins with death (we are but 
dust…) and it ends with death (Christ’s death), but there is hope in this journey which ends with an empty cross.  And 
there lies the hope and life we are yearning for. 
 
May God bless you and encourage you as we enter into this Lenten season. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Kate 
 
***Please note that our Ash Wednesday service is February 17th at 6:30pm.  For those who would prefer to watch the 
service via live-stream, individual packets of ashes will be available for pick up at the church office.  If you have any 
questions, please contact me. 

A Word from Your Pastor 
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Faith Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

January 19, 2021 
 
Present: Pastor Kate, Mark Menke, Rick Jobe, Katie Raverty, Diane Gibas, Sue Temte, Doug Halvorson, 
Nancy Hendry, Doug Jacobson  
Absent: Jodi Borg, Derek Karels, Maggie Rens 

 

• Call to Order  
• Devotions – Doug Jacobson 
• Agenda – Modifications and Approval. Move to approve – Doug H, Second – Diane. 
• Approval of Minutes from Council Meeting of December 15, 2020. Move to approve – Diane, Sec-

ond – Nancy.   
• Receive Treasurer’s Report – December 31, 2020. Loose offerings remain below expectations 

(expected given the lower in-person attendance), paycheck protection loan turned into a grant so a 
deposit of $17,200 is shown. Motion to receive – Sue, Second – Katie. 

• Announcements and Information  
• Pastor’s Report: continue trying to make the best of the situation and meeting people’s requests 

(service longer than 30 minutes, fellowship time, etc.). Confirmation still over Zoom and thinking 
about allowing in-person on Wednesday nights during Lenten service. Pastor Kate would like to 
take 2/14/21 off. Motion to approve vacation – Katie, Second – Nancy. Move to accept report – Di-
ane, Second – Doug H.  
 

• Old Business:      
1. Paycheck Protection: was turned into a grant and is reflected as income on the financial 

reports ($17,200).  
2. Hall Rental Policy: charging rent is not against IRS rules. Mark made a motion to leave the 

policy and rates as is for JFK - Mark, Second - Sue. 
3. Stain Glass Windows: Mark meeting with Maggie’s husband James tomorrow to discuss 

the framework. Would still like a light behind it to mimic sunlight. 
4. Phase Two – back TV: will be done soon, brought in $4700 but won’t need that much for 

the TV. Will put the remaining money towards the balance for Phase 2. 
 

• New Business 
1. Staples: we have a contract with them for $299/year before purchasing any supplies. Mo-

tion to drop the contract and order our own supplies – Sue, Second – Diane. 

2. Church computers: Kristi’s computer in the office got a virus and a tech could not help fix 
it. She cannot even log into it. Would like to give Kristi a budget to purchase one. Sue 
made a motion to set $2500 budget for new computer, Second – Doug H. 

 
 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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+ + + + + + + + + + + + + 

• Ministry Team Coordinator 

 Worship & Music – had a meeting tonight to plan Lenten services. Feedback on    
Christmas Eve: the 10pm service went the best. 

 Prayer – done with First Responder cards but let them  

 Connect – nothing new to report. 

 Caring – nothing new to report. 

 Children’s Education – nothing new to report. 

 Youth – Confirmation continues over Zoom, working on plans for Lent. 

 Stewardship – Report. Doug H wrote a letter about offerings going out with annual 
contribution summaries. 

 Building & Property – addressed above. 

 Finance – see above. 

 Cemetery – nothing new. 

 

• Meeting Feedback –   
                  Next Regular Meeting – February 16, 2021 

Devotions ------Diane  

Closing Prayer/Adjournment of Meeting. Motion to adjourn – Doug H, Second – Nancy.   

(Continued from page 3) 
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Dear Heavenly Father,     Why does there have to be so much unrest among your people these 
days?    Why does there have to be so much hatred...and violence all across the country?  The 
COVID epidemic does not stop and in its path, more people are exposed and more lives are taken.  
Each day we seem to see and hear only the worse that is happening.  It captures our attention and 
then we feel so helpless in what we can do about it.  We desperately reach out to you, asking for 
your help in the midsts of all this chaos.    Instead of worrying about things we can not control, help 
us to use our time focusing on you, the one who is in control.   Give us faith and help us to place our 
trust in you, even when we do not always hear your voice or see your hand at work. 

• Help us to be a friend to those who are experiencing a difficult time in their lives.  Open our hearts to help the lonely, 
the hurting, the poor, the unemployed and the homeless.   

• Be with those who are sick and grieving and in their pain and sorrow, wipe away their tears and give them hope.  We 
lift up all who are on our prayer network.   

• We give thanks for Pastor Kate, Kristi, and all volunteers from our congregation who give of their time each Sunday 
to make our worship services meaningful and special and available to all, whether in church or remotely from home.  

• We continue to ask your protection over our first responders and all who are on the front lines facing the COVID 
epidemic.  They are tired and frustrated from months of caring for the very sick, while having to deal with limited 
staffing and medical supplies and equipment  shortages.  Grant them the rest and patience they will need to continue 
to care for the sick among us.  

• Help us to do our part in showing concern for others in helping to curb the virus by taking responsibility for our own 
actions.      

• Bring an end to the greed, pride and violence that have been so destructive to your creation and in the lives of your 
people.  Lead us in ways that can bring about healing of our nations, granting fairness for all, and providing a way 
for unity and peace to reign in this world. 

• Reveal yourself in the beauty of creation.  Bless the nature around us and help us to care for this fragile earth and 
everything you have created. 

• Help us bring peace in this world by first being at peace with ourselves, our families, friends, neighbors and 
strangers.  Surround your people with love and help keep them safe.  We lift up to you, our cares and concerns for all 
members of our church.   We especially pray for the following each week. 
• Week of February 7 – Grace Slagle, Kevin, Melanie, Logan, and Austin Slama; Cliff and Marilyn Soderquist. 
• Week of February 14 – Tyler, Tara, Brody, Ruby, and Harvey Soderstrom; Jake, Amanda, Tucker, and Paige 

Strecker. 
• Week of February 21 – Jake and Jordan Swing; Sharee Teachout; Mike and Sue Temte; Glenda Theis. 
• Week of February 28 – Hayden Thielen; Holden, Leah, and Oliver Thielen; Philip and Janine Thielen. 

• Help us to look inward at all the wrong we have done and the hurt we have caused others as we move towards Ash 
Wednesday.     Give us a repetitive heart for all the pain and suffering that has happened intentionally or unintention-
ally on our part.   

• Give us the courage and the words to boldly proclaim your name to all we meet.  Help us, even during this scary time 
of COVID, to welcome strangers among us and to care for those who need help.  

• Continue to sustain this church and be with our leaders to guide them in ways that will continue your mission for this 
congregation.  

 
Give us the faith to go where we are needed and the courage for not knowing exactly what we are to 
do and where we are to go.  Be with us always, protecting, guiding and leading us.   In your name we 
pray.  Amen  
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“Common Prayer Time” 
Every Wednesday  

 
If you are in need of personal prayer… 

contact any prayer team member who will pray with you over the phone. 
     

God’s peace and love:     
Ellory Christianson, Dee Fehlberg, Diane Gibas, Nancy Hendry,  
Sue Lyback, Doc Moss, Carolyn Nutt, Mary Sears, Pastor Kate 

Children, please cut out and place this prayer in your prayer pillows.   
Watch for a new prayer each month.   

 
 

Children’s Prayer Time 
 
 

Dear Jesus, Thank you for watching over me at all times.   
Protect me and keep me safe.  Amen.  

Give Us Hope 
By John D. Radner 

 

When evil darkens our world, give us light. When despair numbs our souls, 
give us hope. When we stumble and fall, lift us up. When doubts assail us, 
give us faith. When nothing seems sure, give us trust. When ideals fade, give 
us vision. When we lose our way, be our guide! That we may find serenity in 
Your presence, and purpose in doing Your will. 

 

 
 

The battles we face.... 
 
If we were faced with a den of hungry lions.   What would 
we want to have as our defense?  This question may seem 
silly, crazy or even unlikely.  However, many of us may 
not know it but we are actually in the middle of a lion’s 
den right now.  They may not be lions, but there are a lot of 
battles taking place around us—in various forms—coming 
at us from all directions.  Scripture says that Satan is a 
roaring lion roaming about seeking whom he may devour 
(1 Peter 5:8-9). Satan does not need much space to attack. 
 

Have you often wondered how nasty flies, Asian lady bee-
tles, spiders or box elder bugs get into the house:  Well, it 
only takes a small hole or crack and those nasty little things 
somehow squeeze through. Satan is the same way.  He 
searches and looks for a small hole or crack in our lives.  
Maybe we have been weakened from sinning or being dis-
obedient to God.  Maybe our defenses are down from 
stress, or there has been turmoil in our lives.  He is always 
looking for anything bad that has happened in our lives in 
which to enter and attack.  He plans and schemes, then 

waits for just that right time when he can cause the most 
pain and heartache to the most number of people.  Our ene-
my will stop at nothing to destroy all that he can.   
 

The good news is that he can be stopped through the 
strength and power of God.  (James 4:7).  It is not what we 
can do ourselves, but what we can do when we cloth our-
selves with the armor of God.  (Ephesians 6:10-18).   As 
Christians, we can withstand incredible pressures and not 
be defeated.   We can get through the turmoil that spins 
around us.   We can stand up against everything the world 
has to throw at us and still emerge victorious.  We can bat-
tle this devious and destructive enemy with God and his 
armor.  
 

Over the next few months, we will look more closely at 
God’s armor as described in Ephesians 6:10-18.  Whatever 
battles we may have to face in life, we can know that God 
has equipped us with his armor...his spiritual defenses.   
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We would like to say a big Thank You to all of those who volunteer in our 
Church and in our Community. We especially want to thank  

Joan Lundquist and Mary Sears who give many hours of their time at  
ONE MORE TIME in Isle. Each month Faith Lutheran Church receives a 

$50.00+ donation that goes into the Good Samaritan Fund.  
This donation helps Faith Lutheran Church give to those in need.  

December 31 $4,990.00 

January 3 $620.00 

January 10 $2,090.35 

January 17 $2,740.00 

January 24 $7,697.00 
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February Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

2/12 Al & Sue Gustner 
2/14 David & Susan Haggberg 
2/14 Mike & Maxine Neumann  
2/14 Curt & Di Miller 
2/21 Bryan & Laura Heise 
2/23 Bruce & Laurie Richards 

Ruby’s Pantry 

The 1st Monday of each month at Onamia Lion’s Community Center, 806 West Kathio St, Onamia.   
10:30—Noon … call 532-3366 for questions. 

For a $20.00 cash donation, you will receive an abundance of grocery items. 
 

Food Shelves 

Isle - Old Fire Hall, across from Post Office 
Must be resident of Isle School District 
1st Tuesday of the month 4 pm - 6 pm 

4th Tuesday of the month 2:30 pm to 5:30 pm 

Fare For All 
 

Onamia Veterans Club 

Upcoming — Quarterly Only 

April 7, July 7 

3:00 pm—5:00 pm 

An abundance of groceries up to 40% savings. 

2/01 Estelle Bruske 
2/02 Hunter Vaught 
2/03 Cliff Soderquist 
2/03  Sue Gustner 
2/03 Jordan Swing 
2/06 Geoff Gesell 
2/06 Michael Christensen 
2/07 Karleigh Cady 
2/08 Joan Eklund 
2/08 Ruby Soderstrom 
2/10 Carl Magnan 
2/11 Marilyn Eye 
2/11 Conrad Thomsen 
 

2/12 Shane Pederson 
2/12 Rocky DeFeyter 
2/13 Betty Fransen  
2/15 Mike Haggberg 
2/15 Christopher Anderson 
2/20 Joan Lundquist 
2/20 Larry Nutt 
2/21 Donna Johnson 
2/23 Brady Haggberg 
2/23 Michael Samuelson 
2/26 Beth Anderson 
2/26 DeAnn Sears 
2/27 Madison Cooper 
2/27 Leslie Karg 
2/27 Jonathon DeCoursey 
2/27 Asa Erickson 
2/28 Alex Jackson 

Please let the office know if we have missed or  
incorrectly listed your birthday or anniversary. 
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Please call the office at 320-676-3161   

or email yougotfaith@frontier.com with  
any changes in your contact infomation. 

 

Faith Lutheran now has online giving 

set up.  It can be accessed by going  

to www.faithisle.org or click or scan the  

following QR with your smartphone. 
 

Click this  

Click Here for February 2021 Calendar  

February 2021 

mailto:yougotfaith@frontier.com
http://www.faithisle.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x1a8uAgje-8dTfwGAicT4jfYGSQ2YUK1meeOWlRPxdl1YzobNDOqExusiAiLTuMtzwovWJeQ7OgXVAplJJqZ4Y9OLO7Dg8yDfJe-osqoHKPelRMIUQO1ws0MDmjSxQn1WlhHJzqc1yD9L-pHqPwD1g==
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1/r/month/2021/2/1?tab=mc
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1/r/month/2021/2/1?tab=mc
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1/r/month/2021/2/1?tab=mc

