
 The current NBC hit tv show The Good Place is about 

four people who realize that they have been sent to the 

heaven-like afterlife called “The Good Place” by 

mistake…it’s really a tv show about ethics and morals, but 

it does make you think about the afterlife, of heaven, 

perhaps what we can expect when we die.  I want you to 

take a look and see if this matches at all with your visions 

of heaven…(for those of you reading, check out the tv show- it’s 

pretty good!  I showed the first minutes of the first episode of 

season 1) 

 We mortals here on earth love to talk about heaven…

speculate what heaven is like. Especially after a loved one 

dies.  It brings comfort to us to imagine what it’s like for 



them.  No more pain, no more sorrow…it’s something to 

look forward to.  And not only that… 

 We have expectations of what heaven looks like- 

oooo heaven is a place on earth!  We picture it to be an 

extension of what earth is like.  With flowers and trees and 

all of our beloved pets who have died.  We gather with all 

of our loved ones from years and years and years past.  

Seeing friends lost too soon.  Eating grapes from the 

hands of little cherubs while we sunbathe in the amazing 

warmth of 85 degrees year round.  That’s heaven for me.  

Whenever I have questions about life or the Bible, I 

always tell people “When I get to heaven, I’m going to 

ask God that…”   



 But really?  What does one know about what heaven 

will be like?  Questions about heaven have been around 

for millennia.  And we are faced with this topic in our 

gospel this morning. 

 We hear so much about Pharisees and scribes in our 

gospels, and not as much about the Sadducees because 

they only appear a handful of times.  What we do know is 

that they were part of the very wealthy elite in the Jewish 

culture and religion, but easily schmoozed with the 

Greeks and eventually Romans so that they could stay in 

their wealthy positions in society.  They aligned fairly 

closely with the Pharisees and priests and other Jewish 

leaders in terms of leadership…Growing up, what I knew 



about Sadducees was that I didn’t want to be one 

because they’re so saaaaaaad….you see?  But what was 

the reason?  They didn’t believe in the resurrection and 

angels and spirits.  That’s where they differed from the 

others who held onto the visions of Daniel and the 

important allegorical words from Job.  They held firm that 

there was no life after death. 

 So here they come to Jesus asking him about 

marriage in the afterlife…after marrying so many 

husbands, whose wife will the woman be?  It’s important 

for us to realize that the Sadducees do not care about the 

answer to this question because their only interest is in 

tricking Jesus.  They had no hope in the resurrection, only 



hope in bringing Jesus down.  To humiliate this rabble 

rouser. 

 But as usual, Jesus is onto his opponents.  Essentially, 

Jesus dismisses the Sadducees question, by pointing out 

that Moses himself had heard God say at the burning 

bush, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”, so it was 

possible that God is the God of the living AND the dead.  

And that is proof that the dead are raised.  That is 

afterlife. By stating this, he was explaining that life in the 

resurrection will not simply be a continuation of life as we 

now know it.  



 So essentially Jesus is saying that heaven is not a 

place on earth…Where is the hope in this? This sort of 

shatters our expectations of what heaven looks like a bit…

life in the resurrection will not simply be a continuation of 

life as we now know it to be.  This idea gives me more 

questions…no answers.  And makes me question what 

resurrection of the dead looks like.  And I’m not talking 

about the resurrection of Jesus, I’m talking about what 

happens at the end times….when all of the dead are 

resurrected.  Perhaps we haven’t thought THAT much 

about it?   

 Perhaps we are not completely certain of hope in the 

resurrection- does that make us like the sadducees?  In 



seminary- I really took a hard look at The Apostles Creed- 

it blew my mind when I really thought about the 

“resurrection of the body and the life everlasting”- Martin 

Luther expands it to be “On the last day, Jesus will raise 

me and all the dead and give me and all believers in 

Christ eternal life”.  Ummmm, so when will this be 

exactly?  Will we be buried for a long long time and then 

be resurrected?  What about my loved ones?  What about 

their souls?  What about heaven after we die?  What 

about the fluffy clouds?  Honestly, it shook my faith a bit. 

 But let’s take a step back and hear Jesus’ words 

again.  In true Jesus fashion, his words were meant to rock 

the boat and rock our understanding and belief of 



heaven.  Because sometimes our imagination and plans 

of what heaven is like can get in the way of Jesus’ 

words and promises.  He says “Those who belong to this 

age are considered worthy of a place in that age and in 

the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given 

in marriage.  Indeed they cannot die anymore, because 

they are like angels and are children of God, being 

children of the resurrection…” It may not say much about 

heaven, but it sure says a lot about God’s relationship with 

us.   

 So these are the promises of God and Jesus…that 

Jesus Christ died and was resurrected from the dead, so 

that we could have life.  Eternal life.  And as believers in 



Jesus Christ, we too, will be resurrected at the end of the 

age.  And we will be with God in a place where is there no 

mourning or crying.  No pain.  We will be in a new heaven 

and a new earth.  We will live there with God and in the 

fellowship of all the saints.  That is what we know.  These 

are the promises.  That is what matters. 

 I gotta be honest…this text is a toughie- it’s difficult 

to preach on because it leaves us with perhaps more 

questions.  But that’s nothing new.  So I want to be made 

clear that we don’t know a lot…there isn’t an incredible 

amount of information of what heaven will look like and 

what we should expect.  And when we will be resurrected.  

But we do know that it will be paradise.  God will be 



there.  And our time is not God’s time.  So know that if 

your vision of what heaven looks like brings you comfort, 

especially as you grieve for a loved one, that’s ok.  Just 

don’t let that vision cloud the promises of God.  

Theologian William Barclay once said “Life in heaven will 

be quite different, because we will be quite different.  It 

would save a mass of misdirected ingenuity, and not a 

little heartbreak, if we ceased to speculate on what 

heaven is like and left things to the love of God.” 

 We don’t know specifics of what heaven is like.  It 

sure is fun to imagine though!  That said, we can spend a 

lot of energy asking about or imagining the details of 

eternal life…or….we can use that energy towards how 



Jesus’ promises might make a difference for how we 

choose to live now.  Job got it right when he said “For I 

know that my Redeemer lives!”…saying it regardless of 

the guarantees of the specifics of redeemed life.  Hold 

onto those promises.  God is with us in this age and the 

next. 


