
 In 2009, I led a group of 12 youth, along with 2 

chaperones from St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Avon, 

CT to the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans.  

Avon a suburb of Hartford and is located in a pretty 

prominent and affluent area of the state.  Many of the kids 

came from families that were well-off and pretty sheltered 

from any type of poverty.  Needless to say, going to New 

Orleans was an eye opening experience for them as they 

were exposed to homelessness and poverty of a big city.   

 A couple of days in, one of the chaperones was 

noticing that the kids were taking things too lightly.  Of 

course they should be having fun, but they need to realize 

what a blessing it was to be on a trip like that, and be 



grateful they had this opportunity.  During our morning 

meeting, he lectured the kids on gratitude and how 

important it is.  After the talk, I noticed that the kids were 

beginning to say thank you more and really appreciate 

the event.  And I began to realize how easy it is to take 

things for granted and how easy it is to overlook the 

importance of gratitude, a lesson Jesus himself had to 

teach. 

 In our gospel lesson, Jesus heads into a border 

region, again crossing boundaries and wandering where 

he probably shouldn’t go and interacting with people he 

shouldn’t have any business with.  This time he 

encounters a group of ten lepers. 



 The Israelites were given specific laws on what to do 

with lepers of society.  Leviticus 13:45-46 states “The 

person who has the leprous disease shall wear torn 

clothes and let the hair of his head be disheveled; and he 

shall cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’  

He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease; he 

is unclean.  He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be 

outside the camp.”  Many lepers lost hope of being 

cured, and would congregate around other lepers to find 

community. 

 Lepers were considered to be on the lowest margin 

of society and all that mattered was their disease.  They 



were desperate to be healed, but doubted the possibility 

of healing and restoration back into society.   

 So when Jesus passed by, they found hope because 

most likely they had heard of this Jesus and heard rumors 

that he was a healer and could perform miracles.  And 

they needed a miracle.  So, keeping their distance, they 

called out to Jesus, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 

 Jesus did have mercy on them.  He told them to 

show themselves to the priests.  On the way, they were 

made clean.  Now, the Samaritan leper, just one man out 

of ten, stopped in his tracks when he discovered he was 

clean.  He was overcome with joy and humbled by this 

miraculous act that he praised God and returned to the 



man who healed him.  As a response to his gratitude, he 

had faith in Jesus and acknowledged his power and his 

being.  He prostrated himself by lying flat with his arms 

spread out at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.  

   This man could have praised God for his healing 

without coming back to Jesus, but by returning to him, 

the Samaritan man showed his gratitude and his faith.  But 

he was one man out of ten.  Where were the other one 

nine?   

 Because the other nine lacked the gratitude to Jesus, 

we are encouraged to reflect upon our own gratitude to 

others and to God.  We hear this story and should be 

humbled by the act of an outcast, a man kicked to the 



curb of society, but was perfect in the eyes of God.  This 

man showed gratitude and faith.  How do we, who, for 

the most part have been accepted in society, show 

gratitude?  Do we show enough gratitude?                                                                                   

 If we go through life not appreciating what others 

have done for us, chances are, we may be ungrateful.  

Think about the people in your life that have done so 

much for you- such as your parents and those that raised 

you.  A good parent will devote a majority of their life to 

raising their child and once that child is an adult, still 

makes the effort to be part of their life.  They have 

experienced stress, fear, anxiety, disaster management, 

and tears, all for the sake of their child.  I am reminded of 



this a few times a year by my mother.  Unless we have 

children and have understood the pain and toil of raising 

a child, it’s hard to completely appreciate and be grateful 

for what our parents have gone through for us.  

Sometimes, we need that reminder so we truly are 

grateful for our parents. 

 Not only should we be grateful to our parents, but we 

should be grateful to one another and this starts with a 

simple thank you to someone who has helped you out 

this past week.  This can turn into a valuable discipline in 

life.  There are many people throughout the community 

and in this church that take time to help others, even you.  

They deserve our gratitude.  



 Finally, and most importantly, we need to be grateful 

to God.  This gratitude affects all aspects in life because 

God has a role in all aspects of life.  He has created life for 

you and takes an active role in sustaining life.  How often 

do we go through our day not remembering who created 

the day?  Who is responsible for you waking up in the 

morning or making breakfast?  I have several friends that 

have taken trips to third world countries.  They leave 

behind their iphones, expensive cameras, their tablets, 

and come to grip with not being able to watch the 

Bachelor every week.  Even so, once they get to their 

destination, whether it be Honduras, Cuba, or Malawi, 

they are shocked by what little the people have, yet the 



people are grateful.  My friends, in turn, then have 

learned to be thankful for the “luxuries” we have: paved 

roads, flushable toilets, drinkable and running water, gas 

stations.  We don’t think about these things as luxuries 

because we have them at our disposal.  We are lucky to 

have them.  We need to be grateful that we have them.  

God is gracious and merciful.   

 In Martin Luther’s explanation of the First Article of 

the Apostles Creed, he reminds us what we should all be 

thankful for.  He writes: I believe that God has created me 

and all that exists. God has given me and still preserves 

my body and soul with all their powers.  God provides me 

with food and clothing, home and family, daily work, and 



all I need from day to day.  God also protects me in time 

of danger and guards me from every evil.  All this God 

does out of fatherly and divine goodness and mercy, 

though I do not deserve it.  Therefore I surely ought to 

thank and praise, serve and obey God.  This is most 

certainly true.   

 Like the Samaritan leper, we should praise God for all 

he has done in the world, and show gratitude through our 

faith in Jesus Christ who saved us from all of our sins. 

God's grace is for everyone. Jesus Christ died for 

everyone. But only some people respond with the proper 

praise and thanksgiving to God for what God's done 

through Jesus. 



 So let us follow the example of an outcast, a man 

who was shunned by society, but knew how important it 

was to be giving thanks to Jesus.  Let us give thanks in 

our own lives and appreciate all that we have.


