
 When many people think about Epiphany, they think 

of the season after Christmas symbolized by the burning 

of the Christmas greens, or at least taking down the 

Christmas tree.  Others think of “light” which is 

appropriate since many of the hymns we sing during this 

season focus on Christ being our light, or the light of 

God.  Some think that Epiphany is a one day observance.  

Epiphany is the season in the church that begins January 

6th, sometimes with the burning of the Christmas greens, 

that emphasizes the showing of the manifestation, or 

appearance, of the glory of God in Jesus Christ to the 

nations.  The gospel lessons throughout Epiphany 

highlight this manifestation beginning with the visit from 



the three Wise Men who had followed the star to Jesus.  

Last week’s gospel was about the glory of God shown as 

Jesus was baptized.  Today’s gospel shows the glory of 

God that has come forth through the testimony of John 

as Jesus begins his ministry. 

 The day after Jesus’ baptism, John sees Jesus 

coming and exclaims out loud for all to hear “Here is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  He 

went on to describe the Holy Spirit descending upon 

Jesus as it was foretold and boldly testified that due to 

this event, he was sure that Jesus is the Son of God.  

Because of John’s testimony, two of John’s disciples, one 

of them being Andrew, became intrigued by this man 



that John spoke of and followed him.  They asked where 

Jesus was saying and Jesus responded with three very 

important words; “Come and see” which became an 

invitation for them in so many ways.  Because of his 

encountered with Jesus, Andrew found his brother 

Simon and told him that he’d found the Messiah.  Simon 

was brought to Jesus and was from there on out called 

Peter. 

 The message of Epiphany is shown forth in Jesus’ 

invitation to come and see.  Through his invitation, the 

disciples are intrigued- their questions will be answered.  

And through his invitation, it is known to Andrew that 

Jesus is the Messiah.  His identity has been manifested.  



The words “come and see” gave the disciples an 

opportunity to know who Jesus was and the words also 

became an opportunity for Jesus to start his ministry.  

The impact of these words did not die throughout the 

centuries.  They are still used today as a means of 

inviting. 

 One girl whose life was impacted by these words 

was Cassie Bernall. Cassie grew up in loving family that 

attended church every Sunday.  She was a sweet, 

studious young woman.  But in junior high, Cassie 

became friends with a girl named Mona who took Cassie 

under her bad influential wing.  Cassie slowly began to  

drift away from her parents and became defensive over 



any small issue.  She was sulky, and not just the typical 

teenage sulky, but intensely standoffish and moody.  Her 

grades turned from A’s and B’s to D’s and F’s.  Her style of 

dress was baggy and black.  Her taste in music was death 

metal and Marilyn Manson. It wasn’t until Cassie’s mom 

discovered something in her bedroom that things took a 

turn for the worst.  In her room, Cassie’s mom discovered 

letters written by Mona which talked of murdering 

teachers, to graphic sexual language, to details of spells 

and black magic, to graphic pictures of Cassie’s parents 

being strung by their intestines.  Startled and scared for 

their daughter, Cassie’s parents did everything in their 

power to help her.  They transferred her to a Christian 



school, moved to a different part of town and put a 

restraining order against Mona.  And most importantly 

they brought her to every youth group event at their 

church. 

 Cassie was described as sullen, standoffish, and 

intimidating as she first attended youth group.  Wishing 

more than ever to reach out to her, Cassie’s youth leader 

used the “Come and see” approach knowing that Cassie 

was interested in what was going on, but continued to 

put up a front.  Regardless, the youth leader was 

persistent and eventually, something changed.  Cassie 

slowly began to open up.  It was discovered later that the 

reason she opened up is that everyone was welcoming.  



It did in fact mean a lot that she was invited to this Christ-

centered group.  They were happy and always smiling.  

And she wanted to be happy.  She wanted to be 

included and felt like this church was the place to be.  

She came into the group and saw what a difference it 

made for her.  And because of this, she felt like she had 

been born again.  She let go of the tight bonds of the 

darkness in her life and let Christ in.  She wanted to live 

her life for Christ and make an impact and be a positive 

influence for others.  She, too, wanted to use the “come 

and see” approach to invite people to see what Christ 

had done for her. 



 On the morning of April 20th, 1999, Cassie was 

studying in the library at Columbine High School when 

Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris began to set off bombs 

and start their shooting spree.  As Dylan and Eric entered 

into the library, Cassie and other students hid under the 

tables.  Cassie began to silently pray.  Sadly, the shooters 

came up to her and shot her in the head.  Initially, it was 

said that Cassie was asked if she believed in God and 

was shot when she said yes.  But it has been proven to be 

false.  Regardless, Cassie’s story is inspirational and she 

has made an impact on numerous people, showing the 

power of the words “Come and See.” 



 The words “Come and See” are three simple little 

words and yet, it is hard for many of us to imagine 

uttering them as a means of evangelization.  Evangelism 

and outreach has had such a bad reputation for our 

society.  It is seen as manipulative and offensive and 

those that are evangelizing are seen as pushy.  We don’t 

want to offend people if they do not have the same faith 

as we do, and we also do not want to risk getting into a 

situation where we would be put on the spot to defend 

our faith.  We do not want to be labeled as a pushy 

Christian who is seen as close minded and judgmental.  

We struggle with talking about our faith and therefore, 

struggle with figuring out how to share our faith as the 



Bible commands.  But it does not have to be this way.  

We are given a simple tool through the simple words of 

“Come and see”.  Jesus uses these words with no threat, 

no intimidation.  He uses them as if he were inviting 

someone to a movie, or the park or even a craft fair.  If we 

say “come and see” with this mindset, the inviting will be 

natural, easy and perhaps even pleasant.   

 They are powerful words.  They are transforming 

words.  Jesus used the words to transform the lives of 

two of his disciples.  Cassie’s youth director used the 

words to show her how Christ could change her life for 

the better.  And we are given these words to invite others 

to church, so that people can see God manifested in 



Jesus Christ- to see what epiphany is all about.  Come 

and see.  Amen. 


