
 The French author Anais Nin was once quoted as saying “We do not 

see things as they are.  We see things as we are.”  This observation, as 

alarming as it may be to some, claims that people see only what they 

choose to see.  This can stem from how we have been brought up, to how 

society has molded our viewpoints and our attitudes. 

 Jesus and his disciples walked along a city street, and saw a man 

who had been blind from birth.  They had been taught by society and by 

their religion to see that this blind man was someone who was being 

punished by God.  And the blame had to lie somewhere.  It was believed 

that a baby was capable of sinning, even while still in the womb, which 

would have resulted in his suffering.  And it was also believed that a 

parent’s sin could have led to their child’s suffering.  This idea was seen 

throughout the Old Testament, for example: from Exodus 20:5 “I the Lord 

your God am a jealous God, punishing the children for the iniquity of 

parents to the third and fourth generation.”  This blind man suffered for 

one reason or another.  He was left destitute.  Those in this neighborhood 

knew him to be a beggar, left to fend for himself because of his disability.  



It is possible his parents felt the blame for their son’s blindness and in 

anger, rejected him, or they felt that their son was full of sin because of 

his blindness and abandoned him.  Regardless of the reasons for his 

condition of living, the blind man had to have led a life where he saw 

himself as rejected.  Rejected by God.  Rejected by his parents and 

rejected by society. 

 But then came Jesus who saw his whole situation differently.  His 

disciples posed the question to Jesus: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 

his parents that he was born blind?”  Jesus understood that the disciples 

and society had been conditioned to see this man a certain way.  He saw 

through societies stories and the social norms and knew that sickness was 

not God’s judgment and so answered that it was neither the man nor his 

parents.  The man was born blind so that God’s works could be revealed 

in him.  Jesus looked upon this man with compassion; not pity nor 

judgment.  Jesus treated him like a whole person and then opened the 

eyes of the blind man. 



 A miracle took place.  The man discovered what it was really like to 

see.  Light came into his eyes and transformed into colors and textures.  

He could see objects and their movement.  But this precious first moment 

of sight, which must have been a mixture of emotions, ended as he was 

interrogated- first by his neighbors, then the Pharisees.  The once blind 

man may have received his sight, but he quickly discovered that there 

were some people who were not willing to receive theirs.  They knew how 

the world worked and were not about to change their perceptions of it. 

 They questioned the man who had been blind, demanding to know 

who this Jesus was.  The Pharisees could not see that a wonderful miracle 

had taken place.  They could not see that God’s wonderful works had 

been shown through this man.  All they could see was that Jesus had 

performed a healing on the Sabbath, which made him a sinner.  Once 

they had declared that Jesus was a sinner, that’s all that they could see.  

Similarly, they had decided that the blind man was a sinner, so that’s all 

they could see.  And they had decided that God could not use someone 

like Jesus to heal rather than God healing a person that had been 



afflicted with blindness in the first place.  That’s all what they had decided 

and that’s what they saw. 

 How often are we like the Pharisees?  We have been taught by 

society to see things a certain way and we refuse to let the light shine 

onto how things really are.  We do not see things as they are.  We see 

things as we are.  We are blind to others and to the needs of society.  We 

perceive the homeless and the hitchhikers along the road to be lazy who 

deserve to be homeless because they haven’t done everything in their 

power to get a job and get off the streets.  We perceive those with mental 

disabilities less than human and definitely not up to equal status as those 

without disabilities.  We decide to see these people a certain way and it’s 

difficult for us to open our eyes to understand that many homeless 

people are not lazy.  That disabled people are human beings with 

emotions and knowledge.  

 This blindness then can lead to the rejection of God and his works.  

If we are set in our ways and blind to others, then that blindness holds us 

back from the community of Christ, one that is accepting and loving of all 



people, regardless if they are homeless, disabled, or from another part of 

the world.  We must take the logs out of our eyes and realize that we are 

all sinners and that there is danger in hypocrisy. 

 The great thing is that there is hope.  There is hope in the words “I 

once was blind but now I see” which have become famous due to the 

hymn “Amazing Grace.”  And there’s hope for us that is seen through the 

life of the hymn writer John Newton.    

 Newton was raised in a seafaring family.  His father was a ship 

merchant and was expected to follow suit once he was able.  Described 

as vulgar, headstrong disobedient, Newton eventually joined the Royal 

Navy where he openly mocked the captain and other authorities. While in 

the Navy, he denounced his Christian faith and continued in his lewd 

behavior. After deserting the Navy, he was forced to begin work on a 

slave ship.  Newton again, openly mocked his crew-mates and captain, 

which resulted in punishment of being nearly starved to death and 

imprisoned.  His life changed when his father discovered his treatment 

and sent one of his ships for him.  In March 1748, a violent storm came 



upon the ship which nearly capsized.  Many sailors were thrown 

overboard, and a desperate Newton tied himself a pump.  He cried out “If 

this will not do, then Lord have mercy upon us!”  Once he was on land, 

Newton remembered what he had happened to him and his eyes were 

opened to God and his mercy and grace.  He converted to Christianity 

and eventually became a prominent minister and abolitionist.  He never 

forgot that fateful voyage and all that God had done for him.  He wrote of 

his conversion in his autobiographical hymn Amazing Grace- “Amazing 

grace how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.  I once was lost 

but now am found.  Was blind but now I see.” 

 John Newton was blind.  He was blind to the goodness of God, and 

even God’s existence.  He was blind to the condition of the slaves, giving 

into the accepted belief that Africans were inferior.  But his eyes were 

opened.  He saw God alive in his life.  He saw grace and salvation.  He 

saw a need for God.  His eyes were also opened to the condition of the 

slaves, seeing them as children of God.  He realized his blindness, 

realized his sinfulness and opened his eyes to see the need for Jesus in 



his life.  Through his newfound sight, Newton worked to spread the love 

of God to others, but also work to ease the suffering of others through his 

work as an abolitionist. 

 The story of the blind man is calling us to conversion.  It is calling us 

to get past our blindness to see each other as we are and see the needs 

of society, putting aside our perceptions and treating each other with 

compassion.  Doing so, we are more able to accept the works of God in 

our life and the amazing grace given to us through Jesus Christ.  May 

God give us the sight and the faith of the blind man who received his 

physical sight and sight to see who Jesus truly was, the Messiah sent to 

save all people and help the blind to see.  May we open our eyes to see.


