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Faith Findings 

United in Faith,  
our mission is to grow in Christ and serve others. 

    November 2020 

 Sunday, November 1 ~  9:30 am Worship/All Saints Sunday 

 Wednesday, November 4 ~ 9:00 am  Quilters 

 10:00 am Gather to Pray—wherever you are  

 Sunday, November 8 ~ 9:30 am Worship/23rd Sunday of Pentecost 

 Monday, November 9 ~ 6:00 pm WOW 

 Wednesday, November 11 ~ 10:00 am Gather to Pray—wherever you are  

 Friday, November 13 ~  10:00 am Prayer Shawl  

 Sunday, November 15 ~ 9:30 am Worship/24th Sunday of Pentecost 

 Monday, November 16 ~ 7:00 pm Men of Faith  

 Tuesday, November 17 ~ 5:00 pm Worship Team Meeting 

 6:00 pm Prayer Ministry Meeting 

 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

 Wednesday, November 18 ~ 9:00 am  Quilters   

 10:00 am  Gather to Pray—wherever you are  

 Friday November 20 ~  Newsletter Articles Due in Office 

 Sunday, November 22 ~ 9:30 am Worship/Christ the King Sunday 

 Tuesday, November 24 ~ 7:00 pm Thanksgiving Service 

 Wednesday, November 25 ~ 10:00 am Gather to Pray—wherever you are 

  Newsletter Sent Out 

 Sunday, November 29 ~ 9:30 am  Worship/1st Sunday of Advent 
    

 

Please Note:  Activities are returning.  Contact your committee leader to find out if your 

group is meeting.  And, if so, clarify whether it is an online version or an in -person meeting 

within the guidelines of our National Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Minnesota 

Department of Health, Governor Tim Walz, and Bishop Thomas Aitken.  Thank you for your 

patience and cooperation as we work toward reuniting in a safe and healthy way.  
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A Word from Your Pastor 

“As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just    
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful.” Colossians 3:12-15 
 
“[Jesus said] ’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.'   This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Matthew 22:37-40 
 
 

This month seems like an oxymoronic month…a month of contradictions.  November begins with an election 
that has gotten everyone going.  The state of our country is one of anger, hatred, and tension.  It is so easy to 
hurl insults at one another, in the name of politics.  Politicians encourage division, encourage neighbors to be 
at odds with one another.  Yet, we are encouraged to go to church and worship a God who loves each and   
every one of us, and encourages us to love each other.  It’s a pretty difficult challenge, especially since the  
political sphere tells us differently! 
  
Some may be tempted to believe that things will calm down once the election is over, that there will be unity 
because the votes will have been counted, voices will have been heard.  Chances are, it won’t be that simple.  
Citizens will be encouraged to doubt, to be angry, to gloat and brag to neighbors who voted for the candidate 
who lost.  It will once again be easy for us to forget one of the greatest commandments that Jesus has given us- 
to love one another.  It’ll be too easy to give into our human tendencies that go against God.   
  
A few weeks after the election, we gather with our family and friends, whether it be at a table or virtually, and 
share in  a Thanksgiving meal.  We are encouraged to give thanks to God for all that God has given us.  It is 
meant to be a humbling and reflective time.  Without God, where would we be?  What would we have?  We 
are meant to set aside  our anger, our divisions, our boastfulness, and remember God who has given us so 
much.   
  
For some people, it may not seem like there is much to be thankful for, especially reflecting on the year 2020.        
When we are filled with frustrations and tension and division, it’s challenging to soften our hearts to remember 
all that God has done.  For me, although the life challenges have increased dramatically this year, I am thank-
ful that God has provided me with a good support system of family and friends.  I am thankful that I have 
chickens to give me a distraction when life is tense.  I have a warm house and a warm and loving husband.       
I have God who has been with  me through it all.  That is what I am thankful for. 
  
God has given us so much.  It’s important to remember this, especially in the chaotic, upcoming weeks.  Per-
haps as a way to give our thanks to God, we can remember the command to love our neighbor (yes, that even 
means the political candidate who we may loathe with all our heart), and bite our tongues when want to say 
something that goes against Christ’s command for us.  Perhaps as a way to give our thanks to God, we humble 
ourselves and find a way to forgive.  I know it’s hard.  I really do.  But what a great way to give thanks to God! 
 
Remember who you are as a Christian.  Remember who Christ calls us to be.  Remember all that God has done 
for us and give thanks, for God’s love endures forever.  No matter what. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Kate 
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Things that have changed! 

 Acolyte: You will only need to light the candles before the service and 

extinguish them afterwards. 

 Usher: Greet people from a distance; make sure people not in the same 

family are sitting 6 ft apart; count attendance; help sanitize after service 

(wipe down the wood part of the back of pew where people were sitting - 

they will leave their communion cup on the seat so you know where to 

sanitize - and also gather and dispose of their cups). 

 Sanitize: Wipe down the wood part of the back of pew where people 

were sitting - they will leave their communion cup on the seat so you 

know where to sanitize - and also gather and dispose of their cups. 

 Communion Prep: Wine/grape juice will go in small disposable cup 

with cover, placed inside a bigger disposable container, with wafer on 

top, and then cover that container.  A sample and new directions will be 

left in the sacristy. Label the grape juice and the gluten free containers. 

We have started back with individuals to help with acolyting, ushering, 

sanitizing, and communion preparation.  A server sheet  

will be going out to those who normally help in those areas.   

If you feel uncomfortable with the task during this time,  

please let the office know.  If you would like to be added to the list, we 

welcome you with open arms; again, let the office know!  
  

***And as always, if you have been scheduled and have a  

conflict with the date, please find someone to replace you  

and then let the office know to keep us updated. 
 

Your help is appreciated more than you know!!! 
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Dear Heavenly Father,  as we  enter November, the world reminds us that this is the month of 
Thanksgiving—a time to give thanks for all that we have—our life, our family, our freedom.  
You love us unconditionally.  You are the source of all kindness.  You continually feed us both 
physically and spiritually.  You gave us the life, death, and resurrection of your Son, Jesus.  
Your mercy is never-ending.  In you we have hope for the future and we have the promise of 
eternal life.  So, this Thanksgiving, we offer our thanks with a grateful heart.  A grateful heart 
that will hopefully have an impact on another’s life.   Open our hearts to ways that we can 
bring honor and blessing to your name by doing something for someone else.   

• We are grateful for all the saints who are no longer with us.  Help us to recognize, thank and cherish the saints among us who 

so often go unnoticed.   

• We are grateful that during this time of virus uncertainty that we can continue to worship together, either in church or from our 
homes.  We look to the times when we can again be in fellowship with others.   

• We are grateful for all the Children’s ministry programs we have at Faith.   Guide everyone involved with our Faith In Action, 

1st Communion class, and Confirmation that leaders, teachers, and parents will continue to support and find ways to keep  
children and youth involved in these important Christian ministry programs.   

• We are grateful for the contributions made to support hunger in our community and in the world.  Help us see the continuing 

need to help the homeless and provide support for struggling families.  May we open our hearts to those who are hurting and 
our financial resources to those in need.   

• We are grateful that you have given us a heart to love and care about all who are ill or lonely, who have lost loved ones or are 

experiencing depression.  Be with all those who need your healing and comfort, especially those who are on our prayer net-
work each month.   

• We are grateful for the members of this church and all who worship with us.  May you continue to work in and through the 

lives of all your people.  This month we especially pray for 
• Week of November 1 – Robert and Denise Larson; Grace Lazorik; Craig & Jane Lemieux; Dennis and Bev Lemm. 
• Week of November 8 – Jeremy & Lynn Lemm - Hunter & Evie; Jim, Kim, Jessica, & Aaron Leschak; Joan Lundquist.  
• Week of November 15 – Lindy Madson; Joel, Tricia, Loveanna, Trinity, Treasure, True, & Adam Madson. 
• Week of November 22 – Carl Magnan; Craig & Barb Magnan; Sally Maitland; Roger & Donna McClain. 
• Week of November 29 – Byron Menke; Mark & Lori Menke; Dustin & Kate Mensing; Bill Michaelis & Ellory Christianson. 

• We are grateful for the opportunity to worship together over Thanksgiving.  Let this be a time to remember and appreciate all 
those things that are important in our lives and the lives of our loved ones.  

 
Thank you for adopting us as your sons and daughters.  Help us reflect our gratitude everyday in extending mercy in 
some way.   AMEN 

Pray for our First Responders 

REMINDER:  Next cards are due November 29 - December 6, 2020 
 
 
 

Wednesday is the day of our “Common Prayer Time”.   

 
 



5 

If you are in need of personal prayer… 
contact any prayer team member who will pray with you over the phone.     
 

Blessings and Peace from all of us:  Ellory Christianson,  
Dee Fehlberg, Diane Gibas, Nancy Hendry, Sue Lyback,  

Doc Moss, Carolyn Nutt, Mary Sears, Pastor Kate 
 

Children, please cut out and place this prayer in your prayer pillows.   
Watch for a new prayer each month.   

 
 

Children’s Prayer Time 
 

Dear Jesus , Thank you for watching over me while I sleep and when I play.        
Help me to be kind and helpful to everyone I meet.  AMEN     

Being grateful has positive effects on our behavior.  Giving thanks always, everyday.   
 

A prayer of gratitude 
 

Almighty God, 
 

You hold all things together, 
From the smallest seed to the largest tree, 

From each microscopic species to the fiercest lion, 
From the depths of the oceans to the great expanse of the universe. 

 

Thank you for the beauty around us, 
Thank you for the complexity of life within us, 
Thank you for growth, for renewal, for breath. 

 

You sustain the whole earth, bringing food and nourishment from the soil. 
You have showered the land with streams of water. 
You have warmed our lives with the heat of the sun 

And blessed our dwellings with rain. 
 

Thank you for all this abundant, incredible beauty and intricate life 
And more than this, you have paid the price for the sins of man. 

You have laid out a path straight into your heart. 
You have adopted us as sons through Jesus Christ and invited us to call you Abba Father. 

Thank you. I lift your name on high, I sing your praises, I love you. 
 

Amen.    (Author Unknown) 

 

“To speak gratitude is courteous and 
pleasant, to enact gratitude is generous 

and noble, but to live gratitude is to 
touch Heaven.   —Johannes A. Gaertner 
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Kristi’s favorite seasoning on nearly everything!!! 
 
All Purpose Seasoning 
 

4 tsp Onion Powder 
2 tsp Garlic Powder 
2 tsp Mustard Powder 
1 tsp Sea Salt or Himalayan Salt 
¼ tsp Ground Black Pepper 
¼ tsp Dried Thyme 
 
 

 

 
 

From Page 141 of Faith Lutheran’s cookbook  “A Taste of Faith”.   

Original recipe calls for 3 cups of mashed sweet potatoes.   

Sweet memories of Roger and Faye with every holiday as I make this delicious dish. 

* * * * * * * 
 

Email the office with your favorite recipe if you’d like to share.  

We’ll feature one or two in a newsletter as space permits. 
 

* * * * * * * 
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* * * * * * * 

BUILDING & PROPERTY TEAM 

This group is responsible for repairs of all furniture and equipment on the church 
property.  They organize the summer lawn mowing schedule. New volunteers for 
lawn mowing are always welcomed!  Clean-Up Days are scheduled as needed for the 
building, the property and for Faith Lutheran Cemetery. 
 
Thanks to Larry Nutt for organizing the lawn mowing. 
Thanks to David Miller for years of snowplowing. 
Thanks to Nancy Rizer-Schmidt for maintaining the beautiful flower boxes. 
 
As you notice things that need repair, please inform Al Gustner, Rick Jobe, Doc Moss 
or Larry Nutt.  (Or have someone in the office pass on the information.)  The team 
needs to know in order to be able to make repairs.   
 
FAITH LUTHERAN CEMETERY is maintained by various volunteer members in 
close collaboration with David and Susan Haggberg who help oversee the sites. 

Cares for the building and property of the church through continual maintenance 
and improvements as a witness to invite others to our church home. 

CARING MINISTRY TEAM  

 

LOCAL EFFORTS supported by the Caring Team to include: Isle Area Food Shelf and emergency 

relief “food boxes”, local “school kits” drive, “One More Time II” thrift store in Isle, Volunteers of 

America’s “Our Home” site in Isle area and various projects to help needy children and others during 

the holiday season. 

The Caring Ministry Team also supports and encourages use of the CHURCH BUILDING FOR 

HOSTING PROGRAMS AND SERVICES such as “Grief Share” bereavement support group led   

by Michelle Sawatzky,  AA’s “Big Book meeting”,  training meetings hosted by VOA “Our Home”. 

“GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS” is an annual event that connects Faith with ELCA churches else-

where, to help elderly and/or “shut-ins” with seasonal and other necessary tasks (such as putting up 

storm windows, raking leaves, etc.). 

The Team educates about and encourages participation in ministries that reach beyond the local com-

munity, including ELCA programs to address world hunger through “GOD’S GLOBAL BARN-

YARD”  and “EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE PROGRAM”.  

Mission work continues to evolve in the Church today.  Faith Lutheran continues to support missionar-

ies via both local & Synod initiatives. 

We are part of the Body of Christ EVERYWHERE! May we always be God’s loving servants here and 
elsewhere!  

Invites all into God’s mission of justice and love! Offers education about local, regional, and global 
justice issues: opportunities for congregational members to financially support social justice agencies 
of the church and community; and opportunities for members to have hands-on experience in ad-
dressing social justice needs both locally and elsewhere. 
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Matthew 25: 31-46 reads: “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glori-

ous throne.  Before Him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd sepa-

rates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at his left.  Then the King will  say 

to those at the right hand, ’Come O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 

was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’  Then the righteous will 

answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty and give thee drink?  And when did we see thee a 

stranger and welcome thee, or naked and cloth thee?  And when did we see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?’  And the 

King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.’  Then he 

will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I 

was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 

naked and you did not cloth me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’  Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we 

see thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to thee?’  Then he will answer 

them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.’ And they will go away into eter-

nal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (RSV)  This text is a call for Christians to act, within the local community 

and the wider community, as God’s servants in support of what is now termed social justice. 

 

In reviewing the biblical basis for the Caring Ministry Team’s mission, we have discussed this text from Matthew.  We agreed 

that it supported the Caring Ministry Team’s focus which involves planning and facilitating social justice activities for the 

congregation.  Specifically, the Caring Ministry Team has been tasked to: 

Educate the congregation about local, regional, national and global social justice issues; 

Communicate both within and outside the congregation how Faith’s social justice ministry witnesses to God’s mission of 

justice and love; 

Provide opportunities for congregational members to financially support social justice activities of the church and com-

munity; 

Provide opportunities for congregational members to have hands-on experiences in addressing social justice needs; 

Make decisions as to how funds raised by the congregation for social justice issues will be disbursed;  and, 

Provide materials about social justice issues for the newsletter. 

While there may be a variety of views on what constitutes an issue of social justice and how it might be effectively ad-

dressed, Matthew has clearly stated that Christians are to unite in serving Christ through addressing the social justice needs 

of our communities, nation and world. 

 

The Caring Ministry Team is seeking more members to participate in identifying local, national, and world social justice is-

sues and activities for the congregation to educate itself about and invest itself into addressing.  We are inviting all (young 

and older adults) to join the Caring Ministry Team directly or through prayers of support.  Please contact Bev Severson, Judy 

Halvorson, Doug Jacobson or Pastor Kate if you are interested in joining the team. 

 

“The Greatest Commandment” – Matthew 22: 36-40 RSV 

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?  And he said to him, ‘you shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it, 

you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.’” 
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November Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

11/06 Paul & Sue Borgfelt 

11/06 Doug & Judy Halvorson  

Ruby’s Pantry 

The 1st Monday of each month at Onamia Lion’s Community Center, 806 West Kathio St, Onamia.   
10:30—Noon … call 532-3366 for questions. 

For a $20.00 cash donation, you will receive an abundance of grocery items. 
 

Food Shelves 

Isle - Old Fire Hall, across from Post Office 
Must be resident of Isle School District 

 

November and December 2020  dates have 
changed to avoid conflict with the holidays. 

 

1st Tuesday of the month 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm 
3rdTuesday of the month 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm 

Fare For All 
 

Onamia Veterans Club 

Upcoming —  

Nov 4, Dec 2 

3:00 pm—5:00 pm 

An abundance of groceries up to 40% savings. 

11/01 Di Miller 

11/04 Joshua Madson 

11/05 Tom Gibas 

11/05 Pat Gudim 

11/06 Cody Haggberg 

11/07 Brealyn MacLean  

11/08 Lisa Sahlstrom 

11/09 David Haggberg 

11/09 Teagen Haggberg 

11/18 Jeremy Haggberg 

11/18 Shaun Joy 

11/19 Pastor Kate Mensing 

11/21 Gail Oswald 

11/22 Ethan Borg 

11/24 Claire Christensen 

11/25 Judy Crace 

11/28 Caleb Johnson 

11/28 Kristi Pedersen 

Please let the office know if we have missed or  
incorrectly listed your birthday or anniversary. 
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Please call the office at 320-676-3161   

or email yougotfaith@frontier.com with  
any changes in your contact infomation. 

 

Faith Lutheran now has online giving 

set up.  It can be accessed by going  

to www.faithisle.org or scan the  

following QR with your smartphone. 
 

 

Click Here for November 2020 Calendar  

November 2020 

mailto:yougotfaith@frontier.com
http://www.faithisle.org
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2020/11/1?tab=wc&pli=1
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1/r/month/2020/11/1?tab=wc
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1/r/month/2020/11/1?tab=wc
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/r/month/2020/9/1?tab=mc

